REGILD1NG THE CRESCENT
afterwards forbade the installation of dynamos,
because, in his ignorance, he associated them
with dynamite.
Political zoologists, who like to find parallels
among the lower animals, have exhausted the
carnivora in their caricatures of Abd-ul-Hamid,
and he has been likened to Nero, Caligula and
every crowned butcher in history. Among the
names coined for him were " Great Assassin " and
" Sultan Rouge" The title that he himself always
preferred above all others was^Z Ghazi, the " Con-
queror " : he who never saw a battlefield and who,
in little more than thirty years, ceded Thessaly,
Batoum, Kars, Servia, Roumania, Montenegro,
Egypt, Crete, Bosnia, Herzegovina and Bulgaria!
With a little longer licence, he might cheerfully
have yielded the rest, keeping only a few private
acres round the walls of his harem at Yildiz.
Only two excuses can reasonably be alleged for
his crimes. The first is that he was not in his
right senses; the second that he was surrounded
by the most iniquitous cabal of vampires known
to history.
The one reproach brought against him for
which he cannot he held responsible is that he
may not have been his father's son. The story
goes that Sultan Mejid was walking in the Palace
grounds one day on the arm of Riza Pacha, his
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